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- EU eNGO with 46 member organisations

- Aim to ensure EU & international standards contribute to 

sustainable development and a circular economy

- Transparency & inclusiveness in standardisation

What is ECOS?



What is a standard?

An set of technical or qualityrequirementsfor

materials, productsor services

џEnsurefit for purpose (safe, interoperableetc.)

џVoluntary, but help to prove compliance with the law

џCreate a level-playing field and facilitate int. trade

џBased on state-of-the-art knowledge 

16 Energy Labels

-175 million tons oilequivalent  

~ 9%of EU total energy consumption



Waste Electrical & ElectronicEquipment

Household appliances, consumer equipment, photovoltaic panels, 
IT & telecom equipment, 

lighting equipment, tools

Contain valuable materialsbut

sometimes also hazardoussubstances

How to ensure safe & sustainable 

collection, transport and treatment?

EEE: 7.5 M tonnes.
WEEE: 3.1 M tonnes

(officiallyreportedas collected)



Standardisation request from 
EC to CEN/CENELEC in 2012 
(Article 8.5 ofWEEE Directive 
2012/19/EU)

Based on WEEELABEX 
standards

Assist treatment operators in 
fulfilling the requirements of 
the WEEE Directive & give 
additional guidance 

WEEE Directive



7 WEEE standards+ 8 TS + 1 TR

prEN 50614 Preparation for reuse standard



Actors involved

TechnicalCommittee 111x
National delegation principle

Working Groups
Mainly expertsfrom nationalcommittees, 
manufacturers, producerfederations, 
logisticaloperators, recyclers, 
consultants/auditors, only some reuse
operators (+/- 25%)

Imbalance of representation in the standardisation process 
favoring product manufacturers



Obstaclesfor (preparation for) reuse
operators

Documentation requirements for PfR
operatorsĄ administrative burden, lack of 
access to information

References to TS 50625-4 on collection & 
logistics (and other standards) Ą
inadequate requirements (e.g. 
weatherproof covering)

Increased costs

Opinion of ECOS & RREUSE on EN 50614



- Voluntary but presumption of conformity

- WEEELABEXcertification / CLC standards legally requiredin 

BE, FR, NL, IRE & SLO

- EC may adopt minimum quality standards based on the

standards in the future

Future outlook



Case study: Netherlands (BKN)



Wider perspective to ensure standardsbenefit society & the
environment

ÅMake sure the waste hierarchy is followed

Å Incorporateviews from reuse operators

ÅPolicymakersof EC adopted our concerns!

Å Impact assessment & cost-benefit analysis before making 
standards mandatory

Importance of civil society involvement



What can YOU do?

- Public authorities& producerschemes: provide guidance & 
(operational/financial) support to reuse operators

- Manufacturers: provide information free of charge

- Reuse operators& NGOs: monitor issues at national levelĄ
report to ECOS/RREUSE, provide feedback to national
standardisation body

- Provideinput for revision(every 3-5 years)



Within the scope of the Ecodesign and Energy Labelling framework 

prEN 45552

General method for the assessment of the durability of energy-related
products (ErP)

prEN 45553

General method for the assessment of 

the ability to remanufacture ErP

prEN 45554 

General methodology for the assessment of the ability to repair, reuse 
and upgrade energy-related products

Other relevant standards
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